
The Lodge – A potted history 
The original property, ‘a genteel red brick house’, 

was built on the site of The Lodge for Issac Porter 

in about 1783 on land known as Cook’s  

Orchard, part of the kitchen garden of a 

house called Stone Court (demolished in 

1800), which stood in the current Grove 

Park.  

The Lodge changed hands several times, 

being owned by Benjamin Bailey, Joseph 

Estridge, John Ross, Thomas Bonton, Robert 

Thomas Wallace and Richard Gunter. Richard  

Gunter paid £6,200 for the property in 1866.  

Gunter made his money from his successful tea room in 

Berkeley Square, a fashionable rendevouz where an unescorted  

lady could meet a gentleman without compromising her reputation!  

When The Lodge was sold in 1885, the agent’s note claimed the building was built in 1866 ‘from the  

designs and plans of a well-known architect’. The date seems to be correct as Gunter rented Honeywood 

from September 1865 to September 1866, possibly as a temporary home while the work was in progress. 

In 1878 The Lodge passed into the hands of Sir Francis Wyatt Truscott, one time Lord Mayor of London, 

who appears to have bought the house for his only daughter Louise and her husband Henry Homeward 

Crawford, one of Her Majesty’s Lieutenants.  When the 1881 census was taken, Louisa’s brother George 

W Truscott was also there together with three servants. A succession of tenants  

followed and an extension was added to the north side of the house.  

By the 1880s the Carshalton and Wallington  

area was becoming suburbanised.  By the 

early twentieth century many properties 

the size of The Lodge along the River 

Wandle were demolished and are 

now only remembered in the names 

of the streets of terraced housing 

that replaced them; The Limes and 

Culvers for example.   The Lodge 

and Old Rectory, however, survived 

as they were bought by the church 

in 1920-1 and became the  

Southwark Diocesan House and 

Seminary. The Diocesan Trust  

erected a chapel on the 

west side of the Lodge in 

memory of William Hough,  

Bishop of Woolwich.  



In the 1920s Carshalton Council acquired  

The Grove estate (now a public park) to 

‘preserve it as an open space for ever, in the 

heart of what is becoming a large and closely  

populated District’ as part of a policy of  

protecting the environment of the Ponds by 

the purchase of the surrounding land which 

continued into the 1930s. In 1938 the  

Council acquired The Queen’s Well (on the 

south side of Upper Pond between Church 

Hill and the Greyhound) and at the same 

time, the Council agreed to secure The 

Lodge, the Old Rectory and their grounds, 

should the church decide to sell them. 

Initially the Council planned to take out a loan to cover the purchase costs of these properties and  

developed proposals to use the land as public pleasure grounds with a public swimming bath, office and 

museum. However, the advent of the Second World War meant the swimming pool and other amenities 

were never built. Instead the Council decided to use funds from capital receipts and the general rate fund 

to buy The Lodge and The Old Rectory in 1944 at a cost of £13,500. Today the Ponds and their associated 

historic buildings remain one of the most distinctive parts of suburban London and arguably Carshalton 

Council’s greatest legacy. 

The Council used The Lodge for municipal offices, including environmental health and latterly children’s 

social services. In the 1980s plans were made to sell the Lodge land for housing. In 1984 an archaeological 

dig in the grounds found prehistoric and medieval evidence.  In 1986 the Liberals took control of the 

Council and worked with the community to turn the land around 

The Lodge into a Nature Reserve and an educational Ecology 

Centre which opened in 1989.  

In 2011 the Council announced that The Lodge would  

become surplus to requirement as a council office and 

made a public appeal for ideas on how the buildings 

could be used in future.  EcoLocal, a Carshalton based  

sustainability charity, answered this appeal with a  

proposal to revive the Lodge and retain its value for 

the community.  EcoLocal acquired the building in 

2018 and are renovating it to create a mixed use  

development with beautiful residential apartments 

and community facilities such as office space, meeting 

rooms and artists studios. 

 

Visit www.ecolocal.org.uk for more information about  

The Lodge development 

 

Based on a document produced by John Phillips  


